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By HH Pope Shenouda III (Inspirations from the Nativity) 

 The fullness of time:  

      It is another lesson from the Nativity. The Lord Christ came in the fullness of time (Gal 4: 

4), though the promise of salvation had been given to Adam and Eve thousands of years before. 
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      On the Lord's Nativity, we remember this “fullness of 

time” to be convinced that everything takes place in its due 

time, according to the will of the Lord who sets days and 

times. 

      If we believe in this “fullness of time,” we will be patient 

and not troubled at all. This will give us confidence and 

trust. So, we can wait for the Lord more than those who 

watch for the morning (Ps 130). We become aware that 

speed is not a sound measure, but what is important is the 

proper time which the Lord chooses. When that time comes, 

the Lord will certainly work. 

The Lord seeks our salvation: 

      One of the spiritual points we learn from the story of 

Incarnation and Nativity is that God Himself seeks our 

salvation. Even if man is negligent of his own salvation, God 

cares. 

      When human beings were unable to save themselves, God came to save them. This is what 

St. Jacob the Serogi said: “There was a controversy between man and God. As man could not 

ascend to God to reconcile with Him, God Himself descended to make this reconciliation.” 

      It is God who started the salvation process. He gave the promise, prepared for it and 

perfected it.  Salvation could not have been fulfilled without Him. 

      The Nativity was the starting point of salvation. So when Simeon the elderly saw it, he 

said, "Lord, You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes 

have seen Your salvation" (Lk 2: 29, 30). 

      The Nativity of the Lord Christ is not a mere ordinary birth, but it is an evidence of the 

wonderful divine love; "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son" (Jn 

3:16). This giving, of course, was for the sake of the world. Redemption was the main reason for 

Incarnation or "God's love coming to the world.” 

      Whenever we look at the picture of the Lord's Nativity, we remember God's love to 

mankind. We remember how He sought our salvation; "the Son of Man has come to seek and to 

save that which was lost" (Lk 19:10). For our salvation, He emptied Himself and took the form 

of a bondservant. He came in the flesh and endured the weakness of human nature. He 

experienced hunger, thirst and fatigue. He suffered insults and passions. He was crucified, 

buried and risen. What greater love is worth remembering whenever we contemplate on the 

Nativity?! 

      He was born in a manger to lift us up to His throne in eternity. He became the Son of Man 

to make man the son of God. He took what is ours to give us what is His. He carried our sins to 
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set on us His righteousness. His coming to the world was a kind of care for us, human kind. He 

first sent prophets, apostles and angels to prepare the way, and then He Himself came last. 

How deep His love is; He wills not that we perish in our sins! 

      Since God loves us so much, shouldn’t we love Him likewise? Since God seeks our salvation 

with so much sacrifice, shouldn’t we be keen for our own salvation? We should take part with 

Him in work so that we may “lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me” 

(Phil 3:12). 

      This is then the lesson: If we care not for our own salvation, we shall have not attained the 

effectiveness of the Nativity in our life. 

The significance of the event: 

      Many are the lessons that can be learned from 

the Lord's Nativity. But it is most important to train 

ourselves to benefit from such 

lessons.                                . 

      On every feast and on every occasion, try to 

benefit from the spirit of the occasion. Discover its 

significance, practice it in your life and ask 

yourselves, “What is the lesson God wants us to 

learn on this occasion? What is God's message to us?” 

Do benefit from the blessed day. Let it not pass by 

without affecting your practical life. 

      Would that you feel a better change in your life because of the feast! Would that you feel a 

strong incentive that draws you nearer to God because of the feast! Remember that the feast is 

the Lord's, and the Lord has given us the opportunity of spiritual joy that we may have life and 

enjoy what is best for us. 

 

The Feast of the Nativity and the Feast of the Epiphany 

by Fr. Shenouda Maher Ishak  

Both the Nativity and the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ are celebrated as Feasts of the 

Theophany, or Divine Manifestation. 

Through His glorious birth, He is manifested as God Incarnate, the Son of Man. "And the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the 

Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). "But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent 

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that 

we might receive the adoption as sons" (Galatians 4:4-5). After His Baptism, He was revealed as the 

Second Person, or Hypostasis, of the Holy Trinity, and thus the Son of God. "And suddenly a voice 
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came from heaven, saying, 'This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well please'" (Matthew 3:17; 

compare Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22). 

In fact, in the early Church the Feast of the Nativity and the Feast of Epiphany were celebrated as 

one feast on January 6 (Julian calendar = Coptic month Tobah 11), called the Feast of Epiphany. In 

the East, the introduction of a separate feast for the Nativity on December 25 (Julian calendar = 

Coptic month Kiahk 29) occurred in the later 4th century. The writings of St. John Chrysostom 

enable us to fix 378 A.D. as the date at which the observance of the Feast of the Nativity on 

December 25 was introduced at Antioch. In a sermon preached there in 388 on the Feast of the 

Nativity he states that its observance was not yet quite ten years old (Encyclopedia of Religion and 

Ethics, vol. 3, p. 603) 

In Alexandria, it must have been introduced between 400 and 432 A.D., and probably on or closer 

to 432, since from the Paschal letter of St. Theophilus of Alexandria in 400 A.D., it is clear that the 

Nativity and the Baptism were both celebrated on January 6. Paul of Emesa had been sent by John 

of Antioch to make peace with St. Cyril of Alexandria, and he preached two sermons in Alexandria 

on the Incarnation. The first was preached on the Feast of the Nativity on Kiahk 29 (December 25) 

and the second on Tuba 6 (January 1) in 432. Thus in 432, the Feast of the Nativity had been already 

separated from that of the Baptism (Ibid., p. 604). 

This separation occurred even later in Jerusalem (Ibid.). 

But the Armenians did not accept the separation of the two feasts 

except for a short period, and in the sixth century they resumed 

their ancient use (Ibid., p. 605) which they observe until the present 

day. Now they celebrate both feasts on January 6 according to the 

modern Gregorian calendar and not the Julian calendar. 

Thus, in our Coptic Orthodox Church, the tradition is to celebrate 

the Feast of the Nativity up until the Feast of the Epiphany as had 

been preserved in Upper Egypt throughout the centuries. 

Taken from the book, "Liturgical and Ritual Issues and Proposals 

Concerning the Restoration of Communion" by Fr. Shenouda 

Maher. 

  

Saint of the month:  

St. Maximus and St. Domadius 

 

“Whose faiths follow, considering the outcome of their conversation?”  Heb 13:7 
 

Their father's name was Walendianus, he was one of the Roman emperors who feared God and 

was Orthodox in faith. God gave him these two sons who were angelic in their purity and 
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holiness since their young age, always praying and reading the holy books. When they realized 

the vanity of this world and all its glory, they decided to leave it and live a monastic life. They 

asked their father to allow them to go to the City of Nicea, to pray in the place where the first 

Universal Council was held in 325 A.D. Their father rejoiced, and he sent an entourage of 

soldiers and servants with them, as was the custom for the children of kings. When they arrived, 

they asked the soldiers to go back to their father and tell him that they wanted to stay there for 

some time. Then they revealed their thoughts to a saintly monk, that they desired to put on the 

holy garb of the monks. The monk did not agree with them because he feared their father, but 

he advised them to go to Syria where St. Agabius abided. They went to St. Agabius and stayed 

with him until his departure. Before he departed, he put on them the monastic garb, and told 

them that he saw St. Macarius in a night vision saying, "Command your two sons to come to 

me after your departure, so that they may become my children." Then St. Agabius told them, "I 

desired to see St. Macarius in the flesh, but I have seen him in the spirit. After my departure, 

you should go to him in peace." God granted them the gift of healing the sick. Their report was 

heard in all the countries, especially among the sea merchants and the travellers. They learned 

the trade of making ships' sails, and they were able to support themselves with money earned 

from selling them, and they gave the rest to the poor and the needy. 

      One day, one of their father's stewards saw a ship with the names "Maximus and 

Domatius" on its sail. He inquired of the owner of the ship about these names. The owner told 

the steward, "These are the names of two monk brothers, which I have written on my ship as a 

blessing, so that God with their prayers may prosper my business." He described the brothers to 

him, as one with a full beard, and the other without a beard. The steward recognized them and 

he took the man and brought him before the Emperor. When the Emperor made certain about 

what he had heard, he sent their mother and the princess, their sister, to meet them. When the 

women met with the two saints and recognized them, they wept. Their mother wanted them to 

return with her, but the Saints refused, and they comforted the hearts of their mother and 

sister. After a while, the Patriarch of Rome departed, and they remembered Maximus, whom 

they wanted to ordain in his place. His father rejoiced when he heard this. When the news 

arrived to St. Maximus and his brother, they remembered the command of their father Anba 
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Agabius. They disguised themselves, and took the road along the Mediterranean sea shore, and 

when they were thirsty, God transformed for them the salty water into sweet water. They 

became very tired of walking, and their feet were bleeding. They slept on a hill because of their 

exhaustion and God sent them a certain power that carried them to the wilderness of Scetis 

where St. Macarius was residing. They told St. Macarius that they wanted to live under his 

guidance. When St. Macarius saw that they were of rich background, he thought that they 

would not be able to live in the desert because of its harsh living conditions. They answered 

him saying, "If we are not able to live here, our father, we will return to where we came from." 

Then he taught them how to plait palm leaves, and he helped in building a cave (cell) for them. 

He also told them about someone who would take the work of their hands to sell and bring 

them back bread. 

      They lived in this manner for three years, never communicating with anyone. They only 

went to church to partake of the Divine Sacraments silently. St. Macarius marvelled, for they did 

not go to him all these years. He prayed to God to reveal to him their secret. He went to visit 

them in their cell where he stayed the night with them. When he woke up at midnight, as was 

his custom, to pray, he saw the two saints praying and a ray of light going from their mouths to 

heaven, and the devils were all around them like flies, and the angel of the Lord standing with a 

sword of fire to protect them. The next day, St. Macarius put on them the holy Eskiem, and 

asked them to pray for him. They bowed to the ground before him (made metanias) in silence. 

When they completed their course, and the Lord wanted to take them away from the sorrows 

of this temporal world, St. Maximus became sick. He sent word to St. Macarius, asking him to 

come. When St. Macarius arrived, he found St. Maximus ill with a fever, and he comforted him. 

St. Macarius saw a company of prophets and saints, including St. John the Baptist and Emperor 

Constantine, gathered around the Saint until he delivered his pure spirit in dignity and in honor. 

St. Macarius wept and said, "Blessed are you, 0 Maximus." St. Domatius, his brother, wept 

bitterly, and asked St. Macarius to pray on his behalf to the Lord Christ to take him also to be 

with his brother. After three days, he also became sick, and when St.Macarius knew by the spirit 

he went to visit him. On his way, he saw the company of saints who carried St. Maximus before 

carrying the soul of St.Domatius ascending up to heaven. When he arrived at the cave, St. 
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Macarius found that St. Domatius had passed away. St. Macarius put St.Domatius' body with his 

brother's, whose departure was on the 14th day of this month. St.Macarius ordered that the 

monastery be called after their names, the monastery of "El-Baramus" as it is known until today. 

May their intercession be with us and Glory be to our God forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Question and Answer:                                     

                                          H.H. Pope Sheouda III 

                         Why do we celebrate the feast of the Nativity on the 7th of January, while some other 
                          churches celebrate it on the 25th of December. What is the reason for this difference?  
                           

                       
                      It is not a doctrinal or a theological difference, but it is a  
                      scientific difference. 

It is known that the year is 365 days and a quarter of a day. Therefore a day is added 

once every four years; and the year is called a leap year. But in the Gregorian western 

calendar, it has been said that the year is 365 days and a quarter of a day and 

approximately 11 minutes. This calendar was established about fifteen centuries AD. 

If this difference of eleven minutes every year, is multiplied during those 

centuries since the birth of Christ until now, it will result into a difference 

of approximately thirteen days which is the difference between the 25th 

of December and the 7th of January. 

We have confidence in our Coptic calendar, because of the great excellence of the 

Pharaohs in the science of astronomy, and we celebrate the Nativity on the 29 th of 

Kiahk which corresponds to the 7 th of January. There are some other churches who 

share with us this date. 

But the question in not a question of faith and doctrine, nevertheless it 

can be exploited to impress the simple, when the date is changed. 

 

                           Why did the Apostle Matthew say in the genealogy sequence: “Jesus Christ, the son   
                            Of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt. 1:1); and mentioned David firstly, although  
                            Abraham precedes David as regards time? 
 

 

                            Saint John Chrysostom said about that: 

Question 

 Answer 

Question 

 Answer 
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                        “He mentioned David firstly, because he was prominent in the mouths of 
all the people at that time, in view of his dignity, and his majesty, and also because he 
was more recent in time. 
        Thus they said: “Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of 
David and from the town of Bethlehem , where David was?” (John 7:42). 
Nobody called Him the son of Abraham, but they called Him the son of 
David…because of his kingdom, and because they honored the kings who reigned 
after him. 
         And God said to Solomon: “Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake 
of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son.” (1 Kings 11:12).” 
We note also what the angel said in his annunciation to the Holy Virgin of the birth 
of Christ: 
       “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” (Luke 1: 32:33). 
 

 

VERSE OF THE MONTH: 
 

 

 
Sayings of the Desert Fathers: 

 
 

❖ What, then, O, brethren, is required of us in order that we might avail 

ourselves of all the grace brought unto us from on high by the coming to 

earth of the Son of God? What is necessary, first of all, is faith in the Son 

of God, in the Gospel as the salvation-bestowing heavenly teaching; a true 

repentance of sins and the correction of life and of heart; communion in 

prayer and in the mysteries [sacraments]. 

                                                                                        St. Ambrose of Milan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

❖ This is our present Festival; it is this which we are celebrating today, the 

Coming of God to Man, that we might go forth, or rather (for this is the 

more proper expression) that we might go back to God 

                                                                                 St. Gregory of Nazianzus 
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❖ God became a righteous man who intercedes for sinners before God 
(the Father) 

                                                                                                         St. Augustine 

 
 

THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES THIS MONTH “SYNAXARIUM” 
 

❖ Birth of St. Takla-Haymanot, the Ethiopian. (24 Kiahk) …………………………2 January 

❖ Feast of the Glorified Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ (Christmas) (29 Kiahk)……7 January 

❖ Martyrdom of St. Stephen the Archdeacon. (1 Tubah) …………………………..9 January 

❖ Departure of St. Theonas, the Sixteenth Pope of Alexandria. (2 Tubah) …..……10 January 

❖ Commemoration of the Slain Children of Bethlehem by the order of                             

King Herod. (3 Tubah) …………………………………………………………11 January 

❖ Departure of St. John the Evangelist and Theologian. (4 Tubah) ………….……12 January 

❖ Commemoration of the Circumcision of the Lord Christ. (6 Tubah) ………...…14 January 

❖ The return of the head of Saint Mark the Apostle. (8 Tubah)……………………16 January 

❖ Consecration of St. Macarius' Church, in his monastery. (8 Tubah)………………16 January 

❖ Paramone of Holy Theophany (Epiphany). (10 Tubah) …………………………18 January 

❖ Holy Epiphany of Our Lord, God and Savior. (11 Tubah) ………………………19 January 

❖ Commemoration Feast of the Archangel Michael. (12 Tubah) ………………..…20 January 

❖ Commemoration of the Miracle at Cana of Galilee. (13 T.ubah) ………………...21 January 

❖ Martyrdom of St. Demiana. (13 Tubah) ………………..………….………….....21 January 

❖ Commemoration of the Martyrdom of Anba Behna (Bahnou)                                           

and Anba Kloag (Bagoug), the Priest . (20 Tubah) ………………………………28 January 

❖ Departure of Our Lady, the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God . (21 Tubah) ……...29 January 

❖ Departure of St. Anthony the Great (Antonius).  (22 Tubah) …….…….….….…30 January 

❖ Martyrdom of St. Timothy the Apostle. (23 Tubah) ……………….…………..…31 January 

 

❖ CHURCH SERVICES SCHEDULE:   
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PLEASE, CHECK CHURCH WEBSITE IN THE FIRST PAGE. 

 

YOUTUBE SERVICE STREAMING ADDRESS: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_Ml2B3NKLi1Y8P3nQR5Amw/live   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_Ml2B3NKLi1Y8P3nQR5Amw/live

